
Review Your Academic Writing & ICSM Options
After studying your program or major’s guidelines for your first-year courses, use 
this flowchart to review your options for Academic Writing and the Ithaca Seminar.

Did you (or do you expect to) earn 
a 4 or 5 on the AP English 

Language & Composition or AP 
English Literature exam?

YES

NO

Did you earn college 
credit for an 

equivalent course (for 
example, through dual 
enrollment) while in 

high school?

A 4 or 5 on either AP English exam 
satisfies the Academic Writing 

requirement! You do not need to 
take WRTG 10600. Select a 

regular Ithaca Seminar (10500 
or 11000-Honors).

NOYES
You may not need to take WRTG 

10600. Check with the ICC Director to 
be sure your credits will transfer as 

Academic Writing. 

Do you feel confident about your 
academic writing skills? Are you an 

experienced writer who took 
advanced or rigorous courses while 

in high school?

NO

YES

Many students appreciate the 
additional focus on effective writing 

strategies that WRTG 10600 provides. 
You can register for WRTG 10600 for 
Fall or wait until Spring to take the 

course if that fits your schedule. 

You still need to satisfy the Academic 
Writing requirement, but you might 
consider taking an Ithaca Seminar 
in Writing (ICSM 10800 or ICSM 
11800-Honors). That one course 

serves as both your Ithaca Seminar 
and WRTG 10600!


