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APRIL 27,2024

‘ Hey Everyone! Welcome to OAOA'e Monthly newsletter. Thie neweletter ic
ded:cafed to all who are reading and we'll be coming to you every month
with love, bringing you recape of avente and the latect tea (info) with the

ofﬁce'

EVENTQ THIS MONTH
Men of Color Summit, 4/6

Whalen Sympogium, 4/11
CSTEP Regional Conference, 4/12
OAOA & BIPOC Unity Center
Cookout & Hoope, 4/13
Day of Service, 4/16

‘ Last TDF, 4/26




CVENTS DURING APRIL

Men of Color Summit (4/6)
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ENTS DURING APRIEY

CCTEP Regional conference (4/12)
CSTEP ctudente precented the recearch they have been
" working on thie cemester.
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OAOA & BIPOC Unity Center’e annual Cookout and Hoope event (4/13)
Ciudente came out to play backetball in the FIT and enjoy a cookout BBQ!
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Day of Service (4/16) C
CSTEP ctudente went over to I[thaca Youth Bureau to do
ecience projecte with 7th gradere, helping them to get more
interected in college and ecience!

8

CHECK OUT OUR INSTAGRAM
COAOA_iC_ EOR MORE
PiCTURES OF APRIL’S EVENTS!



Thank you to OAOA for giving me an opportunity. The name ic very fitting. Before | wag able
to get on Ithaca’s eampug, | completed my HEOP civie duty aleo known a¢ SI: Summer
Ingtitute. Although HEOP 'O 2024 wag on zoom univercity, | would not changg it for the
world. | met my lifelong friendg in the procece and learned a lot from that experience. | came to
IC epring cemecter of my firet year at college; | wae grateful to come to echool and find my
home away from home.

My cecond year of college ic where my journey a¢ a Communication Specialict began. | am a
Journaliem major at the Roy H. Park echool with an African Diacpora Studiee minor. | knew
traditional news reporting journaliem wag not for me. In October 2021, | saw an announcement
about a pogition for OAOA Communication Specialict. | read the job description and thought fo
mygelf, it counde like a pogition | had in high school for Social Media Manager. Further, | wag
given a puch to apply by my coungelor at the time, the one and only Sihaya. Fact forward to
October 2%, 2021, | had my interview with Denice, which would be the ctart to come of the moct
fun I've had, being able to just create.

At the ctart of my job, our cocial media pages were overdue a makeovar, and we were beginning to
re-brand ac OAOA. My co-worker at the time (Andree Lazo) and | were very motivated to make
comething great and figure out how to grow our community. The bect part about work wag it wag
fun and did not feel like work. | got to create thinge and capture a lot of great memories. Even
though | had a lot of fun creating thinge, the workload wag real and cometimee got overwhelming
combined with echoolwork! There i¢ 2 common micconception that my job wag just to take pictureg
(and even come of you made that hard!), but it’e not. A lot of thought, intention, and dedication
goec into every Inctagram posf/capﬁon, every hewcletter, every event pogfer/video, ote. Qo, to thoce
who read the neweletter every month, | thank you.

My third year at colloge wae where | figured out what | liked doing, which i¢ being creative and
wtiting about thinge | enjoyed. Denige and | epoke about what more could we bring to OAOA’e
community, and che showed me a previoug neweletter. |t wage ag if che put 4 tray of frechly baked
cookieg in front of me; | immediately wagc excited to ctart and wae glad to have comething writing-
baced to work on. Don’t get me wrong, | enjoy creating poctere and videog too, but | am a
Journalict after all. When creating the newglatter, | knew | had to come up with a name that
counded appealing but wag algo cchool approptiate. One night my friend group chat had rung with
3 meseage, a 3-letter acronym that ic a ctaple to NYC, a eymbol of my friendchipe, “WTWZ” It
wag petrfect, | wanted the newglatter to have a cence of me in it co that’c the name we ended up

with.
My cenior year hag flown by. It ceems like yesterday | got permiscion from Denige to do an OAOA
takeover. | finally got fo open the newsletters for cubmicciong thig year, which wag my final tagk to
make cure OAOA cociale ic ac community oriented ac | could make it. | wanted the newelettore
thic year to be ac colorful and crazy ac all the onee 've made thue far. Thic will be my 12th and
final noweletter at Ithaca College! Purrr. That being eaid you may be acking me WTW, after
graduation. You'll just have to tune in and cee... @ heavenchappyheatt.

LETTCR EROM
THE AUTHOR

Heaven Cuevae
HEOP ‘24
Journaliem Major
Aftican Diagpora Studiec Minor
Communication Specialist

OAOA, Thank You.

Sincerely,
Heaven Bandzzz



Fanewell Clasy of 2024 —=C

['e been an amazing 4 yeare
and we look forward to ceeing
where your journey takee you!
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WORDC OF WISDOM FROM |

HEAVEN BANDZZ7
Change ic ccary but that’e the only way we

CONTACT US AT

@ 030a_ic_
heuevac@ ithaca.edu

ybanitez@ ithaca.edu

can grow. Like my great friend alwaye

eaye, “The flowere are blooming and <o

are we” - Dayanara R.
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If thera ic anything you'd lika to
cee in the heweletter or ahy
feadback, pleace feel free fo reach
out! Aleo follow all of OAOA'e
cociale and cee you next

cemecter!
e

Investig:
0

Once again, I'm excited for the

future to come and | pace on the
baton fo my partner in

Communication, Yerry Benitez!
Good Luck on Finale and have 3
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great next cemacter.

-Heaven







