SCHOOL OF MUSIC, THEATRE & DANCE

PRESENTS

CLTCH
ME IFYOU

CAN

The Musical

Based on the DreamWorks Motion Picture

BOOK BY MUSIC BY LYRICS BY
TERRENCE MCNALLY MARC SHAIMAN SCOTT WITTMAN
MARC SHAIMAN
ARRANGEMENTS BY ORCHESTRATIONS BY
MARC SHAIMAN MARC SHAIMAN AND LARRY BLANK

DIRECTED BY GAVIN MAYER
MUSIC DIRECTED BY CHRISTOPHER ZEMLIAUSKAS
CHOREOGRAPHY BY TUAN MALINOWSKI

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International
(MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.com

Originally produced on Broadway by
Margo Lion Hal Luftig
Stacey Mindich Yasuhiro Kawana Scott & Brian Zeilinger
The Rialto Group The Arca Group Michael Watt Barbara & Buddy Freitag
Jay & Cindy Gutterman/ Pittsburgh CLO Elizabeth Williams
Johnny Roscoe Productions/Van Dean Fakston Productions/Solshay
Productions Patty Baker/Richard Winkler Nederlander Presentations Inc.
and Warren Trepp

in association with
Remmel T. Dickinson Paula Herold/Kate Lear Stephanie P. McClelland
Jamie deRoy Barry Feirstein Rainerio J. Reyes
Rodney Rigby Loraine Boyle Amuse, Inc. Joseph & Matthew Deitch/Cathy
Chemoff Joan Stein/John Murray

The World Premiere of CATCH ME IF YOU CAN was produced by The 5th
Avenue Theatre, David Armstrong, Executive Producer and Artistic Director;
Bernadine Griffin, Managing Director; Bill Berry, Producing Director

2024-2025 SEASON IS SPONSORED BY
TOMPKINS TRUST COMPANY



Content Warnings: Catch Me If You Can contains
depictions of alcoholism and includes loud noises
(i.e. jet engines and gunshots), flashing lights,
non-functioning prop guns, and profanity
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT 1

Live in Living Color

The Pinstripes are all That They See
Someone Else’s Skin

Jet Set

Don’t Break the Rules

Butter Outta Cream

The Man Inside the Clues

Christmas is My Favorite Time of Year

ACT 2

Doctor’s Orders

Don’t Be a Stranger

Little Boy, Be a Man

“Seven Wonders

(our) Family Tree

Fly, Fly Away

Goodbye

Stuck Together (Strange but True)
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DRAMATURG'’S NOTE

The Con Man Behind the Curtain:

Welcome to this high-flying musical comedy about chasing
your dreams, not getting caught, and most importantly, holding
yourself accountable. Though our protagonist here is quite
carefree, the real-life Frank Abagnale, born in 1948, has faced
criticisms alongside his fame. Although many of the stories
shared in the show and his autobiography have been debunked,
Abagnale continues to profit from his past. Abagnale asked the
critics, “Is 50 years not long enough to receive some redemption
for a crime committed when one was a teenager?” (Dillon, Nancy).
Forgiveness is a virtue, and Abagnale’s continued reliance on an
embellished narrative is just a different version of the same con.
Andrew K. Bentley, Pan Am’s director of security wrote to critics “I
am sorry not to have the time or the inclination to rebut the same
dribble this individual has been peddling for years,”(May 18, 1982).
The time Abagnale wasn’t incarcerated amounts to 14 months. In
order to cash 17,000 checks, as he claims, it would mean 40
checks daily. In contradiction to claims of only targeting large
corporations, Abagnale was accused of stealing from ordinary
people, including $1,200 from a family who took him in.

Catch Me if You Can, set in the 1960s, features a Frank who
views his life through the lens of a variety show. Originating from
vaudeville, variety shows showcased comedy, music, and
sketches, pushing social satire and rapid humor. The variety show
format declined in the 1970s with the rise of cable TV, though its
elements live on in late-night and talent-based shows. Well-
known variety shows of the time included The Ed Sullivan Show,
The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour, and The Carol Burnett Show.

The music heard in the musical can best be attributed to
The Swing Era, led by figures like Duke Ellington and Benny
Goodman, which peaked in the mid-1930s but declined by the late
1940s due to the AFM recording ban and the rise of bebop. The
influences of the Crooner Era, spanning the 1920s to 1950s, can
also be heard throughout the musical. The era featured intimate
vocalists like Frank Sinatra, on whom a lot of Frank Abagnale’s
characterization is based, Bing Crosby, and Dean Martin, with
Rudy Vallée as the father of crooning. This style faded in the 1960s
as rock ‘n’ roll took over. The 1960s music scene reflected social
and political shifts, with rock ‘n’ roll, surf music, the British
Invasion, and Motown records shaping its sound. Key artists
included The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, The Beach Boys, Bob
Dylan, and Motown legends like The Supremes and Marvin Gaye.
Want to learn more? Check out the lobby display! In the
meantime, prepare to take off and please enjoy Catch Me If You
Can.

~ Mo de Poortere, Dramaturg



ASSISTANT DIRECTORS’ NOTE

Sometimes when we're young we don’t realize that
there are consequences to our actions. The main
character in Catch Me If You Can named Frank Jr.
endures unpredictable challenges that force him to
constantly keep running away from his true self. As his
character changes who he is, he is perceived to be
clever and witty. No one has ever accomplished what
he has done before. But how will running away hinder
his future?

In his eyes, do rewards outweigh the cost of living
a full life? Frank Jr. is determined to keep living within
his lies until he realizes there is so much more to life
than running away; there’'s love. He was taught that
deception was the only way to survive. However,
everyone has to face their problems and take
responsibility. Will Frank Jr. be able to keep running or
will love get in the way? Nonetheless, this musical
proves to us that everyone is redeemable.

Catch Me If You Can challenges us to look within
and discover that life is too short to waste time
running. We need to embrace life and live it to the
fullest. This musical tells the tale of a charming,
mastermind dreamer who utilizes his abilities to
escape reality and orchestrate his fantasy through a
60s variety show lens. Through his perspective on life,
we learn that not everything is better in black and
white. Buckle up, hang on tight, and enjoy the ride!

-Sam Barao and Nicole Morgan, Assistant Directors



